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March 15 is the deadline to sign up for CSEAS’s May 23-June 10 Cambodia study abroad. Details below.
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Next lecture April 1: From the grassroots up in SEA
After a two-week hiatus, the Friday lecture series resumes April 1 with University of CaliforniaBerkeley Ph.D. political science candidate Nicholas Kuipers, who will present “State-building,
Nation-building, and Civil Service Recruitment in Southeast Asia” at noon CST in Campus Life
100 or via Zoom (registration required). A pre-doctoral scholar at Stanford University’s Center
on Democracy, Development, and the Rule of Law, Kuipers is focused on identifying whether
and when certain political institutions worsen group-based antagonisms in Southeast Asia. For
information on any CSEAS lecture, contact Outreach Coordinator Rachael Skog at
rskog@niu.edu or CSEAS at cseas@niu.edu.

Silvia Ginting, center, visits with Indonesian Language Professor Emerita Patricia Henry, right, and Computer
Science Professor Jim Henry before leaving for Taiwan.

Student/alumni news
CSEAS Outreach Graduate Assistant Matthew Werstler presented “Thai Christian Musicking in
Transcultural Community in Chicagoland” at the March 3-5 Society for Christian Scholarship in
Music conference at Mercer University in Macon, GA. ● ● ● Alumna Silvia Ginting, who first
came to NIU as the 2008-09 Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) for
Indonesian, is now teaching Bahasa at National Changchi University in Taipei, Taiwan, the first
Indonesian language instructor at a Taiwan university. After a year teaching with Indonesian
Language Professor Emerita Patricia Henry, Ginting went on to earn master’s and doctoral
degrees in instructional technology at NIU, in addition to a second master’s in research and
assessment. She worked as a full-time instructional designer in 2019 and 2020 for NIU’s Center
for Innovative Teaching and Learning, and moved to Taiwan in fall 2021 to begin her new
position. ● ● ● Anthropologist Piphal Heng, who came to NIU in 2019 as a two-year
postdoctoral scholar after receiving his Ph.D. from the University of Hawai’i-Manoa, has been
appointed interim associate director of UH-Manoa’s Center for Southeast Asian Studies.
Heng’s on-campus time at NIU was cut short due to the pandemic, though he worked and
taught for the Anthropology Department remotely from Hawai’i through 2021. In addition, he
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completed a paper distilled from his dissertation and is now in print. “Landscape Upland
Lowland Community and Economy of the Mekong River (6th-8th century CE): Case Studies from
the Pre-Angkorian Centers of Thala Borivat and Sambor,” was published earlier this month in
World Archaeology.

A monk enters a temple in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

Apply this week for summer study abroad in Cambodia
Immerse yourself in Cambodian culture, history, society and language during a three-week
CSEAS program May 23 to June 10 with program leaders Paul Edleman, professor of political
science and communication at Sauk Valley College, and Kathleen Westman, professor emerita
of sociology and women’s and leadership studies at Waubonsee Community College. Program
includes 10 days in Phnom Penh, visits to significant modern and ancient historical sites, and
participation in a two-day service-learning project in Siem Reap. Earn three to six credits. Cost
is $3,435 ($500 per-participant grant from CSEAS has been applied to the program cost). Cost
includes housing, most meals, excursions, academic credits and NIU international travel
insurance. Does not include program enhancement fee, airfare, passport and visa fees, and
personal costs. Financial aid may be used to study abroad including Pell grants, Stafford loans,
etc. For more information, contact the NIU Study Abroad Office (Williston Hall 417) at
niuabroad@niu.edu. The deadline to sign up has been extended to March 15.

Be a ‘home-bassador’ for spring SEA youth exchange programs
CSEAS is seeking homestay hosts in May and June for two Southeast Asia youth exchange
programs that brings talented students and young adults to NIU for leadership development
training. This engaging cultural opportunity, lasting between one week and two weeks, is open
to families and individuals.
CSEAS is looking for households to host high school students and adult leaders from eight
Southeast Asian countries for the Southeast Asia Youth Leadership Program (SEAYLP).
SEAYLP 2022 homestay dates are May 14–20. Students are placed in pairs while adults in pairs
or singles. Hosts provide a bed for each participant, breakfast each day and most dinners, all
meals during any weekend days at home, and transportation to and from class sessions at NIU.
See the SEAYLP website for hosting details and online application. For more information,
contact Homestay Coordinator Jenny Ruff at jenny@jennyruff.com or SEAYLP Administrative
Director Anastasia Kocher at akocher1@niu.edu.
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CSEAS is also seeking host families in June for the Philippine Youth Leadership Program
(PYLP), which brings young people and adult leaders from Mindanao in the Philippines to NIU
for four weeks of leadership and conflict resolution training. PYLP 2022 homestay dates are
May 22 to June 5. See the PYLP website for hosting details. For more information, contact PYLP
Program Director Rhodalyne Gallo-Crail at rgallocrail@niu.edu or Homestay Coordinator Janet
Vallejo at jvallejo1@niu.edu. The U.S. Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs funds both SEAYLP and PYLP.

Seeking high school students for Global Youth Leaders
CSEAS is looking for 15 Illinois high school students, ages 15-17, to participate as youth
ambassadors May 20–27 during the U.S. State Department-funded Southeast Asia Youth
Leadership Program (SEAYLP) set for May at NIU. This free opportunity to be a Global Youth
Leaders Camp participant gives selected students the chance to interact with 50 peers from
eight Southeast Asian countries, learn about diverse cultures, build lasting friendships and
practice leadership and civic action skills. It includes a weekend at Camp Stronghold in Oregon,
IL, and three days in Washington, DC. Interested students may complete an application online
and provide a transcript, two letters of recommendation, and a one-page essay on their
leadership experience, interests, and extracurricular activities by April 4. Materials must be
submitted by mail to the address printed on the application or emailed as a PDF to Anastasia
Kocher at akocher1@niu.edu.

University of Notre Dame Professor Caroline Hughes will be the keynote speaker for the Spring Southeast Asia
Student Conference April 9.

Caroline Hughes to keynote April 9 student conference
Caroline Hughes, associate dean for policy and practice in the Keough School of Global Affairs
at the University of Notre Dame., will be the keynote speaker for the April 9 Southeast Asia
Student Conference. Her area of expertise includes political economy of aid and development in
post-conflict and authoritarian contexts with regional expertise in Southeast Asia. The
conference, organized by the Southeast Asia Club, will be both online and in-person. The NIU
Graduate Colloquium is co-sponsoring Hughes’ visit to NIU. Hughes will also present a
Colloquium-sponsored talk in the Spring CSEAS Lecture Series April 8.

Seeking undergrad papers for digital library
Are you an undergraduate with a research paper of which you are particularly proud? The 2022
Southeast Asia Digital Library Undergraduate Paper Award is seeking papers of original
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research from undergraduate students. Eligible students must be enrolled at NIU (or one of 11
other schools affiliated with the Committee on Research Materials on Southeast Asia
(CORMOSEA). Paper topics must be within the field of Southeast Asian studies and reference
primary source materials. Papers may be written for a class or independent study within the
past three academic years and should be between six to twenty pages in length. Submissions
should include a cover page containing the paper title, author name, author email, institutional
affiliation and date and should be submitted as a separate PDF listing only the title (no author
information should be included in the paper itself to allow for blind evaluation). Both first- and
second-place winners will have their papers published on the Southeast Asia Digital Library.
Submissions are due to seadl@cornell.edu no later than May 2. For more information, contact
Emily Zinger, Southeast Asia Digital Librarian at Cornell, emz42@cornell.edu.

Save the dates: Deadlines and dates










March 15: Deadline to submit applications for funding from the NIU Thai Teaching and
Research Endowment fund in three areas: graduate research in Thai studies, advanced
Thai language study, and NIU faculty research in Thailand. For a full description of
these funding opportunities, contact Thai language teacher Kanjana Thepboriruk at
kanjana@niu.edu.
April 8–9: NIU Spring Southeast Asia Student Conference. Hybrid. In-person will be in
Campus Life 100, April 9. NEW
April 22: Thai music concert celebrating Songkran with musicians from NIU and Kent
State University, 6:30 p.m. Recital Hall, Music Building.
April 30: Join the Chinese Club’s field trip to Chinatown in Chicago. Transportation
provided; food on your own. Sign up here. NEW
May 2: Deadline for digital library undergraduate paper awards. NEW
Through May 14: Exhibit of nine textile-making practices from around the world
including SEA at Pick Museum of Anthropology. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday.
Oct. 21–23: 50th anniversary meeting of the Council on Thai Studies, University of
Wisconsin-Madison. In-person.
Nov. 17–Feb. 18, 2023: “Food for the Soul: Believe and Healing in Burma/Myanmar in
the Age of COVID” exhibition, NIU Art Museum.

Latest Crossroads podcast: Of concubines and crypto-colonialism
In this latest episode of Southeast Asia Crossroads, host and CSEAS Assistant Director Eric
Jones and NIU Thai language professor Kanjana Thepboriruk sit down with Leslie CastroWoodhouse, Ph.D., about her book, Woman between Two Kingdoms: Dara Rasami and the Making of
Modern Thailand (Cornell University Press, 2021). They will discuss how a northern Thai consort
named Dara Rasami played a critical role in Siam’s effort to emulate a Europeean-style
“hierarchy of civilizations” in building a modern nation-state. With 84 episodes, Southeast Asia
Crossroads’ following has grown to more than 83,000 listens since its 2016 debut with listeners
in 100 countries; topics range from history and politics to art and culture. Tune in also to
Napalm in the Morning, an exploration of films dealing with the Vietnam War. And this just in,
CSEAS has created teacher resources for 14 Crossroads podcasts. Check them out.
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2020–21 Mandala online and in print
How did the CSEAS community spend the pandemic year? Virtual conferences, online classes,
virtual exhibits, online cultural events, and dealing with COVID-19 in Southeast Asia. Check
out our take on a year and a half like no other, plus faculty activities, student news, and alumni
updates, in the combined summer 2020-21 Mandala newsletter, now in print and online.

Conferences, workshops, webinars
Conferences
 Association of Asian Studies Conference, March 24–27, Honolulu. See website. See also
curated list of Southeast Asia panels, courtesy of University of Hawai’i Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. Thailand, Laos, Cambodia Studies Group offering travel grants
for student and contingent faculty presenting
 Southeast Asia Student Conference, April 9, NIU, hybrid. Hosted by NIU Southeast
Asia Club. For details, see news item above or email niuseaclub@gmail.com.
 Graduate Student Conference, April 6–7, University of Hawai’i-Manoa. “Technologies
and Adaptations: Celebrating Innovations in Human Knowledge Across Asia.” Virtual.
See website.
 Midwest Political Science Conference, April 7–10, Chicago IL and virtual. See website.
 Buddhist Identities in Twenty-First Century Asia, April 8–9, University of Cambridge.
See website.
 National Council of Less Commonly Taught Languages, April 22–24, virtual. LCTLs
Preparing Nations and Learners for a Multicultural World. See website. NEW
 First International Seminar on Religion, Culture and Peacebuilding, April 28–29,
Payap University, Thailand. Hybrid. See website.
 Southeast Asian Linguistics Society Annual Meeting, May 19–21, University of
Hawai’i-Manoa, virtual and in-person. Call for papers. See website.
 Southeast Asian De/Neo/Inter/Post-Colonialism, May 20, University of CaliforniaRiverside, virtual. Call for papers. Abstracts due: March 15. See website.
 Aquatic Powers: Divine Animals of the Asia-Pacific, June 1–3, Oslo, Norway.
University of Oslo, virtual and possibly in-person. For details, email Dr. Aike P. Rots,
a.p.rots@ikos.uio.no.
 Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations, June 16–18, New Orleans, inperson. Online sessions, June 10–11. See website.
 2nd AIFIS-MSU Conference on Indonesian Studies, June 21–25, virtual. Call for papers.
Abstracts due: April 17. See website. NEW
 EuroSEAS, June 28–July 1, Paris. See website.
 Singapore Graduate Forum on Southeast Asian Studies, July 18–22, National
University of Singapore. See website.
 International Council for Traditional Music, July 21–27, Lisbon, hybrid. View the
preliminary program or see conference website. NEW
 Chulalongkorn Asian Heritage Forum, Aug. 25–26, Bangkok. Institute for Thai Studies
at Chulalongkorn University calls for papers. Abstracts due: April 30. See website. NEW
 Rethinking the Center and the Margin in Southeast Asian Religions, Nov. 10–22,
Denver. See website.
Webinars
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2022 Southeast Asia in Transition Series. Sponsored by Henry Luce Foundation, EastWest Center, Michigan State University, University of Hawai’i, and Chiang Mai
University. March 22: Changing Lives of Southeast Asian Rivers. April 26: Chronicling
Transitions: Documentaries and Writers. May 24: Imagining Environmental Futures in
SEA: Mekong 2020. For information, links, and times, see website. NEW
Netherlands New Guinea, 1949-1962: A Civilizing Mission in the Era of
Decolonization, March 21, 5 to 6 p.m. CST, via Zoom. Speaker: Grace Cheng, director of
the Center for Human Rights at San Diego State University. Hosted by University of
Hawai’i. See NYSEAN listing. NEW
Particulate Matters: A Political Ecology of Seasonal Air Pollution in Northern
Thailand, March 22, 5:15 to 6:15 p.m. CST, via Zoom. Hosted by University of Hawai’i.
See NYSEAN listing. NEW
Southeast Asia in Focus: Postwar Legacies and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, March
22, 1 p.m. CST, via Zoom. Panel discussion hosted by the US-ASIA Institute, moderated
by NIU alumnus John Brandon of The Asia Foundation. Register here. NEW

Money for study
Northern Illinois University
 Thai Studies funding: Student and scholars may apply for funding from the NIU Thai
Teaching and Research Endowment fund in three areas: graduate research in Thai
studies, advanced Thai language study, and NIU faculty research in Thailand. For a full
description of these funding opportunities, contact Thai language teacher Kanjana
Thepboriruk at kanjana@niu.edu. Deadline to apply: March 15. NEW
Center for Khmer Studies
 Junior Resident Fellows Program: Six-week program to study contemporary
Cambodian history and society with Cambodian, French and U.S. students, July 4-Aug.
12. Deadline to apply: March 31. See website.
University of Washington
 Southeast Asian Studies Archive Fellowships: 12-week program. Candidates must
have Ph.D. or candidate status in arts, humanities or social science field. Deadline to
apply: April 3. See website. NEW
Association of Asian Studies
 Gosling-Lim Postdoctoral Fellowship in SEA Studies: Southeast Asian scholars eligible
to apply. Deadline to apply: April 1. See website.
St. Catharine’s College-Cambridge
 Bowring Scholarships in Malay World Studies: Open to St. Catherine’s students of any
nationality. Funding supports master’s or Ph.D. students studying history, geography or
culture of Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. For details, email Dr. Liana Chua at
lclc2@cam.ac.uk. Rolling application dates: March 31 and Sept. 30.
Rotary International
 Rotary Peace Fellowships: Fully paid fellowships for master’s degree (up to two years)
or professional development certificate studies (three months) offered through seven
universities worldwide for 2023-24 academic year. Deadline to apply: May 15. See
website.
U.S. Department of Education
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Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship Program: Funding
opportunity for doctoral students in good standing for up to 12 months of in-country
research. Open to U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Deadline to apply: April 6. See
website.
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies
 Visiting research fellowships: Opportunities for Indonesian and non-Indonesian
students completing their Indonesia-related doctorate and post-graduate theses to
conduct field research in Indonesia over 3-6 month period. No deadline to apply. See
website.
ProFellow
 Dissertation Research Fellowships: Check the ProFellow website for 30 different
opportunities for dissertation research funding.

Careers
U.S.-ASEAN Business Council
 Policy and research internships: Semester internships based in Washington, D.C.
Recent graduates encouraged to apply. Email internships@usasean.org. See website.
Bridge to Success
 English Teachers in China: Ten-month- internships and jobs for English speakers with
bachelor’s degree minimum. See website.
Center for Strategic and International Studies
 Internships: Full- and part-time internships for undergraduates, advanced students and
recent graduates interested in gaining practical experience in public policy. Rolling
deadlines to apply. See website.
Eurasia Group
 See website for job opportunities.
Globaljobs.org
 Job/internship opportunities: Turn area studies into an internship or a career. See job
listings at NGOs, think tanks, government, and private-sector employers. See website.
Chinese Mutual Aid Association
 Interns: Pan-Asian social service organization accepting candidates for interns for
business development, grant writing and workforce development and outreach liaison
duties. Compensation in college credit. See website.
US Department of State
 Student internship program: Internship opportunities for undergraduate and graduate
students at Washington headquarters and US embassies, consulates and missions
worldwide. Explore postgraduate civil-service career paths as well. See program
website. Career opportunities: Internships and jobs posted regularly on website.
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
 Jobs listed under Opportunities tab of ASEAN website.
Devex: Do Good. Do It Well
 International aid and development jobs in 1,000 agencies, companies and NGOs in 100
countries. See website.
DevMetJOBS.org
 International development jobs and consulting opportunities. See website.
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Hess International Educational Group
 Teach English across Asia: Taiwan-based organization offers free training, benefits, and
flex scheduling. See website.
Idealist.org
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of nonprofit international jobs and
volunteer opportunities. See website.
Learn How to Become
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of meaningful volunteer and
nonprofit career options and resources. See website.
ReliefWeb
 Specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs that posts jobs regularly. See website.
World Health Organization
 Global health agency in the United Nations system encourages online applications for
potential employment. See website.

The future calls
You can help keep Southeast Asian studies program at NIU going strong with your contribution through
the NIU Foundation. To contribute online, see How to Give and where indicated, specify the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. If your employer matches your charitable donations, please take a moment to fill
out that form and double your contribution. We appreciate every gift. Thank you!
Persons with a disability who need assistance at any Center event may contact CSEAS at 815-753-1771 or by email
at cseas@niu.edu. If you no longer wish to receive this bulletin, reply to this e-mail with a request to remove your
name. Thank you.
Center for Southeast Asian Studies • 520 College View Court • Northern Illinois University • DeKalb, IL 60115 •
815-753-1771 (office) • 815-753-1776 (FAX) • cseas@niu.edu (e-mail) • www.niu.edu/clas/cseas/
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•

